Single instillation of hydroxypropylcellulose-doxorubicin as treatment for superficial bladder carcinoma.
A single instillation of hydroxypropylcellulose (HPC)-doxorubicin (20 mg/20 ml) was performed in 20 patients with superficial bladder carcinoma. The therapeutic effect was assessed by cystoscopy at 14-30 days after the instillation, and the residual tumor tissue was resected by transurethral resection (TUR) when possible. The results obtained for the therapeutic effect were as follows: a complete response (CR), in 7 cases (35%); a reduction in size of more than 50% (partial response, PR), in 6 cases (30%); and a reduction of less than 25% in size (no change, NC), in 7 cases (35%). Combined intravesical instillation of HPC-doxorubicin and local hyperthermia using a Thermotron RF-8 was performed in 11 patients with recurrent superficial bladder carcinoma. The total number of treatment courses ranged from three to five per patient. The results obtained for the effect of this combined treatment were as follows: a CR, in 6 cases (54.5%); a PR, in 3 cases (27.3%); and NC, in 2 cases (18.2%). Therefore, the combination of intravesical instillation of HPC-doxorubicin and local hyperthermia was more effective against superficial bladder carcinoma than the single instillation of the chemotherapeutic agent alone.